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The City of Logan will hold its municipal election on Nov. 2 to elect a mayor and two 
city council members. 
The candidates for mayor are Holly Daines and Dee Jones. The candidates for city 
council are Amy Z. Anderson, Keegan Garrity and Ernesto Lopez. Holly Daines, Amy Z. 
Anderson and Ernesto Lopez are incumbent. 
The mayor and city council members that are elected will serve four-year terms.
This election will be conducted by mail. Ballots will be mailed to registered voters no 
sooner than 21 days and no later than 14 days before the election and can be returned 
through the mail or dropped off at Logan City Hall.
Ballots can be dropped off at Logan City Hall inside the building dropbox or outside in 
the parking lot dropbox until 8 p.m. on Nov. 2. 
If you mail your ballot, it must be postmarked no later than Nov. 1. 
To vote in this election, voters must register before Oct. 22. You can register to vote 





Candidate interviews are printed in the 
order they will appear on the ballot. 
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Presidential elections and elections for Congress may be important, but the local elections have more effect on 
your day to day living. The municipal elec-
tions, or city council elections, are coming 
up in the next few weeks. Many college stu-
dents, and many other people for that mat-
ter, tend to show more participation when 
it comes to elections for the federal govern-
ment, not showing interest in the municipal 
governments. 
“Honestly, the elections that will affect the 
USU students more in the next four years 
and the next generation of students are the 
elections happening right now for the mu-
nicipal government,” said Damon Cann, a 
professor of political science at Utah State 
University, who has also been North Logan’s 
mayor for the past four years.  
Cann has been interested in politics since 
high school. He was on the city council for 
six years before he became the mayor. From 
this, Cann has learned the importance of 
making city council elections a priority. 
“Landlord licensing, where you can live, 
how many apartment buildings will be built, 
decisions that could ultimately decrease 
housing cost are all made by the city coun-
cils and mayors, not by Congress or the pres-
ident,” Cann said.  
While Congress and the president may 
mention universities and community col-
leges, it’s hard to know whether anything 
will get done within those communities. 
Whereas the local governments are contin-
ually active within their communities and 
how the local schools and local housing situ-
ations are handled.  
“City councils also make decisions about 
local businesses and where they’re allowed 
to locate,” Cann said. “So if you’re a student 
that wishes there was a Target in Cache 
County, you should be participating in the 
elections. If you want more restaurants or 
more places to do fun things for dates or 
with friends, you should be participating in 
the local elections. The students’ experience 
in Cache County is heavily affected by the 
decisions these local governments make.”   
Many elected officials want to create a good 
environment for the students locally, howev-
er they do not focus on the students’ political 
preferences, because typically the students 
do not participate in these elections.  
“It’s less visible in the sense that those who 
need to study up and participate are typical-
ly those who live in those respective cities,” 
Cann said. “So for students who are moving 
into the valley from somewhere else, you 
don’t know the candidates.” 
With advancing technology and COVID-19 
forcing many things to be online, it’s easi-
er than it has ever been to be introduced to 
these local candidates. Many of their cam-
paigns are run online, you can find more in-
formation about the candidates on the local 
city’s website and through their social media 
platforms. 
“One of the biggest challenges that USU 
students face is when they move to Logan 
to attend college, you often live in a differ-
ent place,” Cann said. “Many students just 
keep their voter registration at their parents’ 
homes. But that means their ballots will be 
for their parents’ municipal elections and 
will be sent to their homes.” 
Students can still register to vote online 
at vote.utah.gov or in person at the Cache 
County Clerk’s Office. The last day to register 
to vote in this election is Oct. 22.
These elections may seem small, but they 
have the ability to shape our college expe-
rience. The decisions that these people will 
make could change our environment dras-
tically, which is why it’s so important to do 
research and be an informed voter for the 
city elections. 
“The lack of student participation does 
have a tendency to influence the outcome 
of elections,” Cann said. “If students want to 
have more of a voice in how our communi-
ties look, feel and function then the simple 
answer is that students need to vote and 
make their voices heard.”
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Aggies, let your voice be heard
How municipal elections affect USU students 
By Malorie Ellefson
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER
PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby
The west entrance of Logan City Hall located on 290 N 100 W.
Malorie Ellefson is in her first year of 
studying English and working at USU 
Student Media. Outside of writing for 
The Statesman, she loves watching all 


























Holly Daines Dee Jones
What motivated your decision to run for office?
I stayed home to raise three children and was active in the PTA and other community organiza-
tions. During that time, I lived in a newer area. The city had land for a park, and they hadn’t done 
anything for years and years. I just wanted a park for my kids and so did the other people in my 
neighborhood. We banded together and started going down to talk to the city council members. We 
learned more about the process, and it wasn’t fast but we finally got a park in our neighborhood. 
Later, I was at a point in my life where I had some time. My children were a little older, and I just 
really wanted to give back to my community. I’ve been involved in a lot of different nonprofit orga-
nizations, like Cache Arts and the Deans Advancement Council in the College of Humanities, Arts 
and Social Sciences before they split. It was an opportunity to serve my community, and to give 
back to my community.
Why did you want to stay in office?
I just love being involved in the community. I’ve served in the community for the last 20 years.
What is your favorite Aggie Ice Cream flavor?
Oh, chocolate toffee I think.
How will you represent Logan’s large college student population?
We have neighborhood councils in each of our school districts, and we’ve always had a seat for 
USU for student representation. It tends to be challenging when that position changes yearly. Some 
years the leadership is more engaged with what we do, but we understand they’re busy as well. 
We are alway open, and sometimes I have groups that come down and meet with me. Sometimes I 
have students that come to city council meetings, and of course, they’re always welcome to do that. 
I’m an Aggie and proud of that, and I love Logan. I’ve spent most of my life here. I call this home, 
and I’m happy to be a part of creating a positive future for all of us in the valley.
How will you connect with college students?
One thing that students really love about our community is the parks and trails, and that’s really 
been one of my focuses, expanding and connecting our great trail system. The section from USU to 
the First Dam was something we wanted to do for a while, and we were finally able to put together 
the funding to make it happen. That’s a great connection. There are so many different trails and 
parks that I think students enjoy. I’m also trying to create the downtown I think students want with 
more activity. Downtown retail is changing because you can have anything delivered right to your 
porch. What draws people downtown is entertainment, dining and activities. Center Street was one 
of my big initiatives to start to revitalize downtown, and I think it’s been a great success. We’re just 
about ready to start demolition on the Emporium and start to build a new plaza there. It’ll have 
stage concerts, ice skating, and a splash pad in the summer. We'll have a giant chess board and 
other different activities. We want to have that programmed all time, and we’d like to have Utah 
State activities down there. Bring the cheerleaders down before a big game and do a procession up 
to the stadium. There could also be yoga in the mornings, and Halloween events, and all kinds of 
fun things. It’ll just create more life for the community and especially for students.
What are your interests outside of politics?
Outside of politics, I love to hike. I love to cook and to garden. I really like to read when I have 
time.
What makes you stand out from your competitors?
My experience, and I like to say my vision for downtown. I’ve been around long enough to know 
how to get things done, and I think I’ve been very successful in getting things done, the govern-
ment does move very slowly at times. We’ve accomplished a lot in a number of areas, everything 
from infrastructure to downtown to even the trails and outdoors. I think I have a good track 
record.
How will you continue to be involved in the community if you are not elected?
Again, I served in the community for the last 20 years. Before I was even elected to city council, 
that was my platform. I just love being involved in volunteer organizations and helping in that way. 
I would continue to be involved with various volunteer opportunities in the community.
What was the last book you read?
I have a book on my desk about making cities walkable and places that people want to be. That’s 
a work related book. I don’t have a lot of time for fun reading these days. Seems like it’s all work 
related. I’m actually reading Beneath the Scarlet Sky right now. I read one called Perestroika in 
Paris by Jane Smiley. She’s a Pulitzer Prize winner, but it was kind of an entertaining book. Anyway, 
those are a few. I mostly read when I’m on vacation.
Place of birth: Idaho, but spent most of 
her childhood in Cache Valley
Education: graduated with a major in 
liberal arts from Utah State University and 
an MFA in arts administration from the 
University of Utah
Social media: on Facebook at 
HollyDainesLoganUtahMayor
Website: hollydaines.com






What motivated your decision to run for office?
It's been something that's been on my mind for quite some time. I feel like I can really do a lot for 
the city, especially as far as, you know, Logan City has extremely high utility rates and that's what 
really got me jump-started. I was just getting too many high utility bills in my house, and I couldn’t 
figure out how people in a less fortunate situation than me are paying for those because we have 
the highest utility rates in the state from what I understand. And that just kind of started the whole 
ball rolling, and as I started to gather information and the more people I talked to, the more excit-
ed I got, and then I decided to file because there's a lot of things that need to be done. Some of the 
things that I really want to get done would be, first of all, we got to bridge the gap between Logan 
City and Utah State. That's something we need to do sooner rather than later, and I think we could 
do that with community events that involve students.   
What is your favorite aggie ice cream flavor?
Aggie Blue Mint.
How will you represent Logan’s large college student population, and how will you connect 
with college students?
We have to bridge the gap with community events. I attend all the athletic events. I’ve been a sup-
porter of Utah State for years. I’m in the Old Main Society. I’m in Aggies Unlimited. I think Logan 
City has more to offer the students of Utah State than what we are offering them right now. 
What are your interests outside of politics?
I like to be outdoors. I like to hike. I have my dogs who I love, and I have the event center down-
town that we just opened. So running that and getting that open has been quite an experience, but 
it's done, and we're open. It’s been a three-year project, but we finally got that done, so outside of 
that, that’s probably what I enjoy the most. I like to travel. I like to go to beaches every chance I 
get. And of course, Aggie Football and Aggie Basketball. 
What makes you stand out from your competitors?
My energy. My energy, my willingness to go out and about and meet the people. I will have an 
open-door policy. If I'm elected, there's going to be transparency in the mayor's office. The citizens 
of Logan and the students will know what's happening with their tax dollars. We need to revitalize 
downtown, but not in the way that the current mayor is wanting to do it. I don't know. I think we 
could do without the destruction of historical buildings. 
How will you continue to be involved in the community if you're not elected?
Just keep doing the same things that I'm doing — opening businesses, going to Aggie games. I'm 
always out and about. A lot of people know me around town, and I help with nonprofits too. I like 
to get involved with nonprofit organizations like the Cache Valley Food Pantry. Every year I get a 
couple friends of mine, and we donate 300 turkeys at Thanksgiving time and 300 hams at Christ-
mas. 
What was the last book that you read?
Calypso. My friend Niel Abercrombie gave it to me, and it took a while to finish, but I did read it.Place of birth: Logan, Utah
Education: graduated from Utah State 
University with a major in communica-


























Amy Z. Anderson Keegan Garrity Ernesto Lopez
What motivated your decision to run for re-election?
There are so many things that are going on right now in 
the city that I was part of the decision process for that I 
really would just like to see completed. And more than I 
think we could do as a city and more than I think I can 
contribute. So that was really the main reason. 
What is your favorite Aggie Ice Cream Flavor?
It depends on the day. I do like to go and get a scoop, 
hopefully this doesn’t make me sound boring. but I like 
to get just the Aggie vanilla, and then I get hot fudge 
and caramel on it because that’s like my favorite. And 
then they have those big waffle cones. You can get the 
small scoop in it and can actually put the hot fudge 
inside of it. 
How will you represent Logan’s large student pop-
ulation and how will you connect with the college 
students?
That’s been a challenge, and I will admit that we used 
to have a city council member who was assigned to the 
ASUSU, and we have not done that for the last cou-
ple years and that is probably something our council 
should re-address because we don’t have any real direct 
way for the council to link with the campus. It would 
probably be a helpful idea to have the elected leader-
ship of the university students to even come to coun-
cil meetings and vice versa so that we have a better 
understanding of what students’ concerns are, but that 
students also have a better understanding of the issues 
that the city deals with.  
The rest of this interview can be found at 
usustatesman.com.
What motivated your decision to run for office?
I was actually at a neighborhood meeting one night, 
talking to someone about some things that I think could 
improve or how our neighborhood meetings could improve 
and I said, we just need, you know, more reasonable, nor-
mal people involved in this stuff. And so I was challenged 
to put my money where my mouth is, and that was two 
years ago. I ran two years ago, and this is my second time 
running.
What’s your favorite Aggie Ice Cream flavor?
Probably caramel cashew.
How will you represent Logan’s large college student 
population?
One of the things that got me interested in local politics 
that I hadn’t really previously been is I was a student who 
took the bus a lot. I lived kind of over in the Lundstrom 
neighborhood, not too far from the cemetery, so I’d always 
take that bus. Sometimes it was inconvenient because it 
comes every half hour, so I’d have to plan 45 minutes or an 
hour in advance, and one of the issues on the ballot was 
running the bus system every 15 minutes and that would 
have helped me personally. When I saw how few people 
voted and participated — it was only about 3,000 peo-
ple in a city of 50,000  — I thought, wow, if students got 
involved, even if 1000 students voted, we might have been 
able to get this issue across. I think what it comes down 
to is just finding out what issues matter to students and 
telling them that, you know, if there is something like that, 
that this affects your life, and it could impact you.
The rest of this interview can be found at 
usustatesman.com.
Why do you want to stay in office?
I consider myself more of a public servant than a poli-
tician. The reason why I want to continue to serve is to 
inspire all kinds of minorities to see themselves in those 
seats and say, “If Ernesto could do it, I could do it.” And 
so, in the end, I’d like to encourage and inspire others to 
serve. And I feel like I’m at a point where I can make even 
more meaningful contributions now that I’m familiar with 
the processes and the things that we’re doing.
What is your favorite Aggie Ice Cream flavor?
Across the board, whether it’s Aggie ice cream or not, it’s 
vanilla. But I do like the Aggie Blue Mint. I tried that one 
recently and I was like, “Yeah, I could get used to this 
one.”
How will you represent Logan’s large college student 
population? How will you connect with college stu-
dents?
I feel like I connect very, very well with them. I personally 
am the kind of person that feels like a lifelong learner, 
meaning that I try to learn pretty much from any experi-
ence that I have. And I feel a little more in touch with the 
technologies that maybe students are used to using. I am 
probably also closer age wise to the demographic, which 
is a large demographic here in the valley. We are still a 
college town.
What are your interests outside of politics?
I love photography. I have been getting more into land-
scape photography lately. I love music, I play the guitar 
and I sing.
The rest of this interview can be found at 
usustatesman.com.






















N Another year has come and gone and another round of elec-tions is here. You may not have noticed. This is because this year there are no elections for federal and statewide offices, this year the only names on the ballot will be for city and county office. It is during these years that voter turnout is commonly far lower 
than in federal and state election years. That is a shame.
To put things in perspective, during the 2018 Midterm election 
in Utah, there was a huge turnout of voters. Just over 75% of 
registered voters came out for those elections, by comparison in 
the preceding year of 2017 the city of Logan reported that less 
than half that number, only 35% of registered voters voted in 
municipal elections that year.
When you look at the numbers for students the picture is even 
more grim. In the precincts most heavily populated by students 
the turnout for registered voters was often under 10%. It is odd 
to consider that the election where our votes have the least in-
fluence are the elections we tend to spend the most time think-
ing about.
I’m no stranger to this. I spend hours every week reading about 
issues in the national news that will probably only have limit-
ed influence on my life, and yet how often do I, and do we as 
students, overlook the ability we have to influence the issues 
that will impact our lives as members of this community and 
students at this University?
The answer is far too often. Important issues like zoning for 
housing, funding for local services and programs, funding for 
infrastructure projects are decided on the city level, and all are 
likely to affect our lives far more than federal policy.
 Those who will be voted into the offices of mayor and city 
council have the power to influence the community in many 
ways. It may be easy to overlook the reality of city politics be-
cause of the short time we stay here to attend university. How-
ever, as you vote for candidates you vote on behalf of all the 
students who will attend Utah State in the future. It is the future 
of the student body, not just the four years you have at universi-
ty, that are at stake each election cycle.
We won’t all have time to sit in on every city council meet-
ing, or stay informed on every local issue, but one of the great 
strengths of our systems is that we don’t have to. Because we 
live in a democracy, all of us have the great right responsibility 
to vote for candidates who we believe will do their best they can 
to represent our interests.
I ask each of us to do our part in becoming informed about the 
policies and values of each of the candidates running (I promise 
its not too bad there’s only five) and then voting in line with 
who you believe will best represent your interests, as well as the 
interests of our community.
Conlee: Your vote matters
Ethan Conlee is the USUSA student advocate vice president. 
He is a sophomore studying political science and international 


























Oct. 22 will mark the third anniversary of the mur-der of Lauren McCluskey, a student-athlete from the University of Utah. 
Utah State University, as well as schools all over the 
state, will be holding a memorial walk in her honor. The 
schools hope to raise awareness about dating violence 
and resources for students experiencing it. 
Since her death in 2018, McCluskey’s parents have 
founded the Lauren McCluskey Foundation, which is ded-
icated to helping campuses to become safer. 
A large part of their platform is Lauren’s Promise: “I will 
listen to you and believe you if someone is threatening 
you.”
This year, the Utah Student Association, or USA, has 
partnered with the foundation as one of their yearly 
initiatives. USU will be implementing it in a few ways, 
including the memorial walk. 
On Oct. 22, students will be able to gather on the Ralph 
Maughan Track Stadium north of Maverik Stadium and 
listen to keynote speakers, and then march towards the 
homecoming football game together. 
“This is a really great opportunity to come together 
as an Aggie family,” said Felicia Gallegos, the outreach 
coordinator at USU’s Sexual Assault and Anti-Violence 
Information Office, or SAAVI, who has been in charge of 
planning the walk. “Everyone coming together and saying 
we see and recognize what happened to Lauren McClus-
key — We want to make sure that students and faculty 
and staff know that they are supported here, that if they 
are in an unhealthy relationship or experiencing relation-
ship violence that they are supported.”
Lucas Stevens, the president of the Utah State Universi-
ty Student Association, has also been involved in trying to 
get Lauren’s Promise implemented on campus. 
“The goal of the initiative is 
to provide space for people to 
come when they feel threat-
ened, when they feel in danger, 
and to feel safe and be safe,” 
Stevens said.  
Another way Lauren’s Promise 
is being promoted is through the 
effort to get it included on every 
syllabus. Stevens wants every 
student to know what resources 
they have available to them and 
feel comfortable using them. 
“The cool thing about Lauren’s 
Promise is that it’s something 
anyone and everyone can take 
on, anyone can believe someone 
who is being threatened or en-
dangered,” Stevens said. “Now, 
this isn’t just something for pro-
fessors to put on their syllabus, 
but this is a personal battle.”
Gallegos also hopes these 
events will raise awareness for 
people who need help. 
“There is a very long history 
of survivors not being believed 
when they come forward, or 
being questioned about their 
experience and not having the 
right resources or support when they do come forward 
about experiencing violence,” Gallegos said. “The more 
people that can do this outward demonstration of sup-
porting survivors, the more likely it is for survivors to 
come forward about their experience and ultimately get 
the professional help that they need.”
USU students are agreeing with the efforts being put 
towards making everyone aware of their resources. 
“I think it’s really cool. I’m glad that people are taking 
measures to make our campus safer,” said Sarah Boyce, a 
USU student. 
October is also National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, so there are resources students can reach out to if 
they or anyone they know is in need of help. On cam-
pus, SAAVI is a confidential space that offers advocacy 
and therapy. The Community Abuse Prevention Service 
Agency, or CAPSA, is a non-profit domestic violence, 
sexual abuse and rape recovery center that serves Cache 
and Rich counties. They also offer free and confidential 
services. Other places include the Office of Equity and the 
USU Police Department. All of these organizations will be 
available at the memorial walk. 
For more information about the Lauren McCluskey 
Foundation, visit https://www.laurenmccluskey.org/, and 





Maggie Erekson is a first year stu-
dent at USU and a first year writer 
for the Statesman. She is working on 
her associates degree, but also finds 
time to enjoy her favorite TV shows, 
go outside and eat lots of ice cream. 
— Maggie.Erekson@usu.edu
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Lauren McCluskey where she loved to be, on the track.
Lauren’s Promise: USU makes commitment to campus safety





towards making everyone aware of their resources. 
“I think it’s really cool. I’m glad that people are taking 
measures to make our campus safer,” said Sarah Boyce, a 
USU student. 
October is also National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, so there are resources students can reach out to if 
they or anyone they know is in need of help. On cam-
pus, SAAVI is a confidential space that offers advocacy 
and therapy. The Community Abuse Prevention Service 
Agency, or CAPSA, is a non-profit domestic violence, 
sexual abuse and rape recovery center that serves Cache 
and Rich counties. They also offer free and confidential 
services. Other places include the Office of Equity and the 
USU Police Department. All of these organizations will be 
available at the memorial walk. 
For more information about the Lauren McCluskey 
Foundation, visit https://www.laurenmccluskey.org/, and 
for a statewide map of resources, visit https://www.usu.
edu/saavi/get-help/statewide-campuses. 
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Having risen to power with the approval of the Afghanistan population, the Taliban immedi-ately began reverting the social and political 
change the country had been undergoing for the past 
two centuries. In transforming the nation from its once 
West-like democracy to a more traditionalist Muslim 
style of rule, the Taliban tore away at women’s rights, 
including rights to education, 
employment and instilled the 
religious token of wearing 
head coverings again; and 
banned drug production and 
strapped down on crime.
The United Nations also 
denied aid to Afghans. Homes 
and farms were burned or 
destroyed and their occupants 
murdered — which added to 
the squalid crop conditions 
drying up farmland and drove 
millions of Afghan citizens out 
of the country to neighbor-
ing states such as India, Iran 
and, primarily, Pakistan. Even 
media platforms like televi-
sion, radio and music were 
outlawed for fear of Western 
influence. For those that didn’t 
want to abide by the govern-
ment’s rules, they were instead 
maimed or executed as a 
lesson to other dissidents.
In a longstanding attempt to 
fight the Taliban’s efforts and 
rejuvenate Afghanistan, the 
Northern Alliance, an ethnic 
group led by Ahmad Shah Ma-
soud out of Northern Afghani-
stan, worked with other groups to stand up against the 
Taliban’s oppressive reform. This anti-Taliban campaign 
was unsuccessful, though, as the Taliban began exuding 
their confidence in their power and might immediately 
upon assuming authority in the region.
As one of their first acts and displays of anti-West 
sentiments, the Taliban kidnapped former Afghanistan 
President Mohammad Najibullah from UN protection 
in 1996. They tortured him extensively and then killed 
him, dragging his body behind a vehicle throughout the 
streets of Kabul.
It wasn’t long though before Al Qaeda and the Taliban 
were ready to extend outside of their borders to attack 
the West. In 1998, suicide bombers simultaneously at-
tacked two American embassies in Africa, one in Nairobi, 
Kenya and the other in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. The 
blasts killed more than 200 people, including 12 Ameri-
cans, and injured another 5,000. As a sharp response to 
the dramatic increase in violence against America, Pres-
ident Bill Clinton ordered missile launches against an Al 
Qaeda position in Afghanistan used for training recruits, 
but failed to breach the target.
Having stepped up their game and entering the world 
stage, the international community perked up their ears 
and lifted their eyebrows as they turned, again, towards 
Afghanistan. As a result of the unsuccessful retaliation, 
Clinton hopelessly demanded the extradition of bin Lad-
en. The UN-added sanctions against Afghanistan weren’t 
much of an encouragement for the Taliban to start 
behaving. By 2000, bin Laden had trained thousands 
of terrorist allies in Afghanistan to carry out his jihad 
against America.
When asked about the Al Qaeda’s anti-West sentiments 
breaching Afghan borders, Austin Knuppe, a Utah State 
University political science professor, said, “With respect 
to Al Qaeda in particular, you have to keep in mind that 
during the 90’s as bin Laden is building out this network 
of former ideological allies that had fighting experience 
in battlefields like Afghanistan, he’s trying to build a co-
hesive movement and he tells the West — the U.S., Great 
Britain, Western Europe — this series of grievances that 
motivate Al Qaeda’s attacks against Western civilians.
“He is aggrieved by the U.S. support for the State of 
Israel as a Zionist occupier of the land of Palestine, in the 
opinion of bin Laden and his acolytes,” Knuppe contin-
ued. “He is opposing U.S. support for autocratic dictators 
in the Middle East, people like Mubarak in Egypt and 
the Saudi monarchy. You can [also] think about the 
Baathists, [like] Saddam Hussein in Iraq or Bashar Al 
Assad in Syria. That’s the second grievance.
“The third is the presence of U.S. troops in the holy 
cities in Saudi Arabia, which of course is the home to 
Mecca [and] Medina, two of the most holy cities for 
Islam,” Knuppe said. “So, bin Laden sees U.S. influence 
supporting autocratic states, 
supporting the State of Israel, 
[and] having a military pres-
ence in a really holy territory. 
He uses this set of three or 
four grievances to recruit and 
build solidarity within his 
group to strike U.S. and West-
ern influences in the Middle 
East and then, obviously, in 
the early 2000s beyond the 
region as well.”
These recruits carried out 
their attacks against political 
and religious enemies into 
the 2000s, threatening to 
destroy religious sites, such 
as Buddhist statues, as well as 
kidnapping and imprisoning 
eight international aid work-
ers after being accused of 
proselytizing Christian beliefs. 
The terrorist front had grown 
so rampantly that anti-Tali-
ban efforts were diminishing 
from successive failures. After 
a long campaign against the 
Taliban, Masood, the leader of 
the Northern Alliance and the 
insurgent who led the battle 
against the invading Soviets 
back in the 1980s, was assassinated on Sept. 9, 2001.
Read the rest of this story at usustatesman.com
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PHOTO BY Lynsey Addario from the New York Times
In this file photo, U.S. President George W. Bush greets Hamid Karzai, the first president of Afghanistan, after the 9/11 attacks.
Michael Popa II is a sopho-
more studying human biology, 
statistics and mathematics. He 
also serves as a combat medic 
for the United States Army and 
has a podcast called Deep Roots 
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On Friday Oct. 8, Utah State University’s Perspectives Club put on a “Fem Fest.” All were welcome to come eat pastries, mingle, learn about intersec-tional feminism and make “zines” — a mini, self-made magazine used to 
talk about hard topics.
The event started with a lecture presented by the program coordinator of the USU 
Inclusion Center, Sarah Timmerman. She went over terms such as “feminism,” and 
“patriarchy” and shared different theories such as the “systems of oppression” and 
“intersectionality.”
“Intersectional feminism is essentially looking at women’s oppression from the 
framework of understanding that there are multiple forms of oppression and inter-
secting identities,” Timmerman said. “So, if you’re looking at the experiences of a 
Black woman, you need to look at her oppression from both being Black and being 
a woman and that those identities form a very specific form of oppression.” 
Timmerman also shared about her role model, Audre Lorde — an African-Amer-
ican writer, feminist, librarian and civil rights activist. She was an internationally 
recognized activist and an essential voice when talking about intersectional femi-
nism, as well as part of the reason why Timmerman does what she does now. 
“She is my absolute, 100 percent, favorite person ever,” Timmerman said.  
Timmerman really wanted to push the idea that intersectional feminism centers 
the voices of those who experience overlapping oppression. She wants this to be a 
topic everyone talks about. 
After the lecture, students mingled and shared their ideas and why they are in-
volved in these issues. 
“I’m here for all the conversations about gender and all the good stuff,” said River 
Johnson, the vice president of the Perspectives Club.
The members of the club want everyone to feel welcome and involved — not just 
women. Ella Fletcher, a sophomore at USU, said she attended the event because 
she’s a woman, but the club is about including everyone.
“I’m here to support people and be here for people I meet,” Fletcher said. “I think 
we’re all here for a great cause.”
Anna Cliff, an Inclusion Center intern, attended the event to educate herself about 
these topics.
“I want to learn more about gender equity,” Cliff said, “and understand intersec-
tionality.”
The event finished with a creative activity. Everyone who attended made their own 
zine. Students chose a topic and crafted away.
One student made a zine titled “On the wildness and broadness of gender,” where 
they talked about gender in our society. 
Another student’s zine called out society’s beauty standards and displayed how all 
bodies are beautiful. 
Education is the most important aspect of this club according to Timmerman. 
Intersectionality is a topic many people have never considered. It is also about in-
clusion.
Timmerman said it is important to have dedicated spaces to talk about feminism, 
gender and social equity. It gives students who might be afraid to speak about these 
topics a place where they feel safe.
“I want women, non-binary folks and men who are supportive to be able to come 
into a space and be able to talk about these issues and to have that community,” 
Timmerman said.
Fem Fest event discusses 
intersectional feminism
PHOTO BY Edward Harimoto
A USU student attends the Fem Fest event on campus.
Clarissa Casper is a sophomore studying journalism 
and aquatic science at Utah State University. Outside of 
writing for the Statesman, she loves to hike, write poetry 
and watch whales.      
— clarissa.casper@usu.edu
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LS ARE BACKUSUSA EV
ENTS PRE
SENTS
On Thursday Oct. 21, all of USU’s big boys, itty-bitty boys, in-the-city boys, Mis-sissippi boys, play boys and gay boys have their chance to be go-and-slay boys at the Mr. USU Pageant.
As a traditional part of Homecoming Week, the Mr. USU Pageant offers an excellent 
opportunity for the men of USU to represent themselves and their many gifts. Reaching 
across disciplines from the arts to physical fitness to computer programming, these bright 
young competitors will face off in what is looking like is a stiff competition this year. 
Aggies from all over Logan campus have been selected to represent each college and 
compete in the three traditional categories: talent, fitness and, of course, the formal 
Q-and-A. In addition, the Student Alumni Association, the Provost’s Office diversity ini-
tiative, Student Involvement and Leadership Center, and Greek Fraternities all get to send 
forth their own candidates. 
Kaleb Cavazos will be representing USU Greek Life as “Mr. Greek.”
“This is my first year ever really being involved in Mr. USU and I’m so hyped for it,” he 
said. “Learning the dances and getting to know the other guys is honestly the best part 
of the whole thing. Definitely going to embarrass myself at the event, but it’s worth it for 
the experience.”
Plus, this year is going to be extra special because students are allowed to watch in per-
son for the first time since the start of the pandemic. Due to coronavirus restrictions last 
year, the USU Traditions Committee livestreamed the pageant but, according to freshman 
Gracie Baird, the “vibe just wasn’t the same.”
“I think the audience really makes or breaks shows like Mr. USU,” she said, “so I’m excit-
ed to actually be able to see it and experience it up close and react in real time this year.”
Traditions Committee member Millie Nelson agreed. 
“Last year’s pageant was incredible despite the changes we had to make with COVID,” 
she said. “I’ll be honest. Every time I hear ‘Gimme! Gimme! Gimme!’ by ABBA I still do the 
choreography that last year’s contestant performed.” 
Nelson said the pageant is easily her favorite event to plan as part of the Traditions 
Committee.
“I am absolutely stoked for this year’s Mr. USU pageant,” Nelson said. “Our contestants 
are some of the neatest guys on campus and they’ve been working hard to make it an 
unforgettable night. I cannot wait to see what this year’s contestants will whip up.”
The Mr. USU Pageant will be on Oct. 21 at 5 p.m. in the Daines Concert Hall in the Daryl 
Chase Fine Arts Center. Free tickets are available for ID-carrying USU students at the card 
office in the Taggart Student Center.
By Clarissa Casper
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER
Mr.  USU returns to the stage
—sage.souza@usu.edu
PHOTO BY Savy Knapp

























1 Football enters second half of season confident
Utah State Women’s Soccer is currently having a strong 2021 season. After being picked to finish seventh in the Mountain West Conference this 
season, the Aggies surged to a 7-1-1 record in non-
conference play and currently have a 3-3 record in 
conference play. This success cannot be without the help 
of senior forward Jordan Foraker.
Foraker scored two game-winning goals in back-to-back 
conference games against Nevada on Sept. 24 and UNLV 
on Sept. 26 to lift the Aggies to their first 2-0 conference 
start since 2016. Her efforts earned her Mountain West 
Offensive Player of the Week. 
The goal against Nevada was particularly dramatic. 
In the 86th minute, with the Aggies tied 1-1, Foraker 
received the ball off a cross from senior Ashely Cardoza 
and put it in the net for the game winning goal. 
Lifting her team to victory is something she’s no 
stranger to doing. 
Foraker, born and raised in Anchorage, Alaska, was a 
three-time all-conference player in high school. According 
to her bio provided by USU Athletics, she played at 
South Anchorage High School, where she won two state 
championships. She was also a five-time Alaska Olympic 
Development Program selection.
“I started playing when I was 5 years old. I also did 
gymnastics at the time,” Foraker said. “It got to the point 
when my parents said I needed to choose between the 
two. I chose soccer and started playing soccer year-
round.” 
Foraker grew up an atypical Alaskan native, enjoying 
being outside, camping, hiking, and hanging out with 
friends and family. She noted the thing she loves most 
about Alaska is the nature surrounding her. 
With a population of just 731,545 people, Alaska is one 
of the northernmost parts of North America. It’s biggest 
city Anchorage — Foraker’s hometown — is 1,448 miles 
away from the nearest major city in the continental 
United States, Seattle. By contrast, Anchorage is 1,988.64 
miles away from the North Pole. 
But despite its ruralness and high latitude, the overall 
competitiveness and popularity of soccer in Alaska is 
respectable. 
“It is definitely growing,” Foraker said. “It is probably 
not the same as it is in the rest of the states cause we do 
not have many people. We have some good teams that 
travel around to get competition.”
Foraker came to Utah State in 2017 after she was 
recruited by former Utah State assistant Trevor 
Wachsman. 
“It was actually kind of a last minute thing. I was 
playing in a tournament in [the] Salt Lake area the 
summer before my senior year of high school,” Foraker 
said. “Trevor was there and saw me there playing, so I 
got in contact with him, and everything kind of just fell 
into place.”
Since coming to Utah State, Foraker has started in 
13 games, with all 13 coming in the last two seasons. 
Earning Academic All-MW and MW Scholar Athlete 
Honors every year while being at Utah State and Joe E. 
& Elma Whitesides Scholar Athlete in 2018 and 2019, 
Foraker’s last minute decision to come to Utah State has 
made a difference. 
“Jordan has been a breath of fresh air on and off the 
field,” said head coach Manny Martins. “She is a very 
smart and technical player. It’s impressive how smart 
she is about the game, even playing in a small market. 
Strongest part of her game is her commitment to the 
details of her roles and responsibilities.”
Foraker has become a more important player for the 
Aggies as the season has progressed. 
“Obviously as the season started we bought a different 
approach and different style of how we play,” said 
Martins. “I think it took a moment for her to go through 
the adjustment period but she has now been a regular 
contributor for us. She has evolved to a player who has 
played with more intensity but maintained her technical 
quality while playing at a high level which is hard to do.”
Foraker credits coach Martins for coming in and helping 
her enhance her technical ability. 
“He has given us a lot of feedback on specific technical 
and positional feedback,” Foraker said. “So it has been 
helpful when he films all practices and the games and he 
will break things down for you.”  
Foraker has loved her time as an Aggie and living in 
Utah, but will always be an Alaskan at heart. 
“I don’t love when it is 95 degrees here so I [prefer] 
Alaska,” Foraker said.
Alaskan Attacker: Foraker 
helping lead USU Soccer
@NateDunnUSU
PHOTO BY Joseph F Myers
Native Alaskan Jordan Foraker with the ball in a game against Utah on Sept. 16
By Nathan Dunn
SPORTS STAFF WRITER





Cautious confidence is the Aggies’ attitude coming off of their bye week — caution because of their two-game losing streak, confidence because 
they still have a chance at making the Mountain West 
Conference Championship Game. 
Utah State Football started off strong this season, but 
the team’s record is 3-2 after falling in their last two 
home games. 
“Coming off of two back-to-back losses can be tough, 
but at the end of the day, everybody there still believes 
and trusts in the process, I would say, and in each other,” 
senior defensive end Nick Heninger said. 
Heninger and Brandon Bowling, a senior wide receiver, 
both think that the Aggies’ struggles this year have been 
mainly self-inflicted.
“We feel as a defense and as a team that our two losses 
that we’ve had have been us beating us,” Heninger said. 
“You can almost say that with any game, but with those 
two games in particular, we felt like we were at least in a 
position to win the game at certain points in the game…
At the end of the day, as long as we do our job and stop 
beating ourselves we’re a very dangerous team.”
Bowling added that in some games, the offense needed 
to score more. 
“There have been a couple games where we haven’t 
put up the amount of points that we need to put up to 
win. I think Boise was a good example of that. We put up 
almost [450] yards of offense, but we couldn’t get in the 
endzone,” Bowling said.
A bright spot for the team is their attitude and work 
ethic. Heninger says other teams would often become 
complacent and lazy around this time during the season. 
But the Aggies aren’t. 
“I think we’ve done a good job of combatting that and 
just trying to get one degree better each day, but that’s 
always a challenge for any team,” Heninger said. “I’m 
very confident in our ability as a team to respond the 
right way. And we’ve got great coaches and honestly, 
we’ve built a really good culture throughout the 
offseason where all the guys are winners. They’ve got the 
mentality of we’ll do what it takes to win and as you can 
see from our wins that we have had this season we’ve 
fought through a lot of adversity and we’ve really had to 
trust each other.”
The team’s goal is to win the Mountain West 
Conference Championship game. That is still within 
reach after a Boise State loss to Nevada, but Utah State 
will likely have to win out. The Aggies are confident 
that they can do it, but another Boise State loss will also 
be needed as the Broncos hold the tie-breaker over the 
Aggies. 
Utah State will take the rest of conference play one 
game at a time. 
“I think they’re all big games,” Bowling said. “They’re 
all going to be important down the stretch if we wanna 
get to that conference championship.”
Bowling and Heninger have both been blown away by 
fan support, especially from the HURD. 
“The fanbase has been awesome. The student section 
has exceeded my expectations,” Bowling said. “I’ve never 
had a student section like that so I’m really excited for 
the rest of the year.”
Heninger emphasized the big advantage the team 
receives from strong support during home games. He 
credits the hostile environment of Maverick Stadium 
for causing multiple false start penalties by opposing 
offenses.  
“There are 11 players on the field, but the 12th is the 
fans,” Heninger said. “When you bring a lot of energy 
you definitely affect and help us in a positive way. I 
would say I’m grateful for that and I just ask they keep it 
up, take it up a notch.”
Utah State’s next game takes them to Las Vegas to face 
the UNLV Rebels on Saturday, Oct. 16.
By Jake Ellis
SPORTS STAFF WRITER
Football enters second half of season confident
Aggies have already exceeded expectations, but looking for better consistency 
@JakeEllisonair
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I would love to write about how amazing pro-crastination is and how it’s a refined art. Un-fortunately, that is just not the case, however 
much I wish it was.  
The Cambridge Dictionary defines the verb 
procrastinate as: “to keep delaying something that 
must be done, often because it is unpleasant or 
boring.” Now, taking the definition and applying it 
to school-related to-dos, there is a prevalent subject 
that comes to mind: homework.  
Almost everyone, if not everyone, synonymously 
attributes homework to be boring and procrasti-
nates it. There are a rare few who enjoy homework 
and, for that, I commend them. Many have said 
homework gets less boring when 
you pick a major. However, I am 
still doing generals so homework 
is still classified as boring for me. 
I talked to a couple of my Utah 
State University friends about pro-
crastination. I asked three ques-
tions and found their responses 
echoed each other.  
First, I asked about how pro-
crastination has affected their life 
related to school and otherwise. 
They said it caused them not to do 
as well on their assignments and 
brought unnecessary anxiety and 
stress.  
The second question I asked 
was about what tools work for 
them to prevent procrastinating 
assignments. The consensus was 
using a combination of to-do lists, 
calendars and the Reminders app 
on iOS.  
The third question I asked was 
why they procrastinated. Their 
answers included preferring to not 
do an assignment, distractions or 
socializing. Even though I only interviewed a few 
people, I believe many of us have experienced the 
same procrastination fallouts and struggles. That is 
why it is so important to understand procrastina-
tion better. 
Tim Urban gave a TED Talk in 2016 titled, “Inside 
the Mind of a Master Procrastinator.” He recounts 
some relatable and funny stories of him procrasti-
nating on work. At the time though, I am sure they 
were anything but pleasant for him. He goes on to 
explain the workings of a non-procrastinator’s brain 
and a procrastinator’s brain in terms. The non-pro-
crastinators have a “rational decision-maker”; while 
procrastinators have a “rational decision-maker” 
and an “instant gratification monkey.”  
Now, the explanation might sound silly and un-
founded, but there is serious truth that can relate 
to everyone. The “rational decision-maker” wants 
to get what is needed done and do all the practical 
productive things we need to do throughout the 
day. The “instant gratification monkey” wants to do 
fun activities and whatever we feel like doing in-
stead of cracking down on what needs to be done. 
Please note Tim Urban does express there can be 
overlap based on if we have earned relaxation time 
after getting our work done. 
All the procrastinators know how it goes when we 
have an assignment. We push it back and back until 
the deadline is almost up, which is when we kick it 
into high gear. What exactly makes us “kick it into 
high gear” though?  
Tim Urban labels the stress of a deadline as the 
“panic monster” which comes and scares the “in-
stant gratification monkey” away. With the arrival 
of the panic monster, we push through to get the 
assignment turned in on time. The panic monster 
allows us to go some time procrastinating, but 
whenever something has a deadline, we are able to 
snap out of procrastinating to get the work done.  
For some, after procrastinating they can laugh at 
it because it did not cause any serious problems. 
However, Tim Urban further expounds there are 
two types of procrastination: deadline-oriented 
procrastination and non-deadline-oriented procras-
tination.  
When there is a deadline, the negative effects of 
procrastination is limited to the deadline and does 
not usually affect our lives outside of the deadline. 
But having no deadlines is when procrastination’s 
negative effects infiltrate our lives. 
A few scenarios given by Tim Urban that do not 
have a deadline are visiting family, physical health, 
relationships and careers requiring initiative, such 
as entrepreneurship and the arts. No deadline 
means no panic monster, which means the negative 
effects of procrastination keep going. Some exam-
ples of the negative effects are not accomplishing 
any work, dreams being crushed, stress, low self-es-
teem and unhappiness. 
Contained procrastination may not be fun or 
necessarily healthy, but it works out for the procras-
tinator the majority of the time. Prolonged procras-
tination is like a slow growing fungus that without 
treatment will cause serious damage.  
Tim Urban advises, “We need to think about what 
we’re really procrastinating on because everyone is 
procrastinating on something in 
life. We need to stay aware of the 
‘instant gratification monkey’… 
it’s a job that should probably 
start today.” 
We need to visualize what we 
want our end goal to be and use 
that to motivate ourselves. We 
need to find motivation to activate 
that inner panic monster to get 
our goals moving forward instead 
of remaining stagnant. 
Remember that in deadline or 
non-deadline scenarios, mental 
health is important too. For World 
Mental Health Day, I joined a 
Zoom call regarding self-care. One 
of the first statements was that 
self-care is a priority in life and 
that it should not be the last thing 
on one’s priority list.  
Do not work yourself to the 
bone. Take time for yourself. Just 
remember to find a way to priori-
tize your dreams, work deadlines 
and mental health. On some days, 
mental health might be a priority, 
work might be on other days work, or other days 
will be spent chasing down your dreams.  
Every day can be different. Switch it up. Think 
about what you want out of your life and go for it. 
Find a way to push past the instant gratification 
monkey to be able to reach the gratification of 
achieving your dreams and being the person you 
want to be. Do not let instant gratification stand in 
the way of long-term gratification.
Procrastination is worse than you think
Abbie is a first-year 
exploratory student. She loves 
to read, write and spend time 
with family and friends. 
— A02366799@usu.edu
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Sudoku puzzles are provided by 
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
CARTOON BY Keith Wilson
Last week’s solution:
Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721
DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get 
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. 
Get help paying for the dental care you need. 
Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!
CALL TODAY
1-888-919-4729 
Dental50Plus.com/utah
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